
A Message from Hopelink CEO Lauren Thomas

Dear friends, 

Summer means different things to each of us … family vacations, grilling with friends, longer days and balmy 
evenings. At Hopelink, the beginning of summer also means something very exciting: It’s time to plan our 
Reaching Out Benefit Luncheon! 

The 2017 event is scheduled for Monday, October 16, and I am elated that our special guest speaker this year 
will be former Second Lady Jill Biden. I know everyone who attends will come away inspired by her message 
of hope, commitment and service to others.

Now in its 22nd year, the Reaching Out Luncheon is the eastside’s largest fundraiser, drawing about 1,800 
guests. The luncheon also is an opportunity for you to make a difference in so many lives, right here at home, 
by becoming a Table Captain. 

This is a big year for Hopelink, and we need your help to make this the best luncheon ever! Since we 
announced our Campaign for Lasting Change during last year’s luncheon, we have opened a new, expanded 
Shoreline center and also broken ground for a new center in Redmond. Hopelink is growing to serve even more 
people in need … building hope, one brick at a time.  

Today, we are in the home stretch of our $20 million campaign; one that will double the number of people 
in our community equipped to exit poverty, while ensuring that thousands more will have access to fresh, 
healthy food. But we need your help! As a table captain, we are asking that you and your guests stretch 
your generosity even further this year, by supporting not only the Hopelink programs that are today serving 
thousands of people every month, but our future growth as well. 
 
For years, we have asked guests to give a minimum donation of $150 to support our day-to-day work, but 
this year we will be asking for an additional gift of $150 or more to support our capital campaign, bringing the 
minimum suggested donation to $300 this year. This is a significant change, but one that is essential as we 
continue to help people and change lives in our community. So thank you, in advance, for recruiting guests 
who are also eager to help us grow our services.

Whether you are new to the idea of hosting a table, or this event is an annual tradition for you, we are so 
grateful for your willingness to take the lead in helping us help our neighbors in need.

With gratitude,

Lauren


