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Dr. Jill Biden is a Blue Star mom who has worked to ensure 
that veterans and their families have the support and tools 
they need to succeed throughout their lives. She also is 
an accomplished professor with a passion for helping 
her students achieve their goals and dreams. And for the 
past eight years, she served as Second Lady of the United 
States; the first in that role to continue her career while her 
husband was in office.

As Second Lady, Dr. Biden helped bring attention to 
the sacrifices made by military families, to highlight the 
importance of community colleges to America’s future, and 
to raise awareness around areas of particular importance 
to women, including breast cancer prevention, all while 
continuing to teach as a full-time English professor at a 
community college in Northern Virginia.

As a military mom, Dr. Biden understands firsthand how 
difficult it can be to have a loved one deployed overseas. 
Deployed to Iraq a month prior to the 2008 election, her 
stepson, Beau, was awarded a bronze star for his service.  
She has said, “It never leaves your mind that you have a 
son in a war zone.”

A lifelong educator, Dr. Biden earned her Doctorate in 
Education from the University of Delaware in 2007. That 
same year, she helped found Book Buddies, which provides 
books for low-income children. Dr. Biden also has two 
Master’s Degrees — both of which she earned while 
working in a psychiatric hospital and raising a family.

In February 2017, Dr. Biden was named board chair of the international organization Save the 
Children, which focuses on the health, education and safety of kids. Through the Biden Breast 
Health Initiative that Dr. Biden created in 1993, the Women’s Mentoring Project she started at 
Northern Virginia Community College to help women over 30 pursue higher education, and 
the February 2017 launch of the Biden Foundation with her husband Joe, the former Second 
Lady continues her lifelong commitment to philanthropy and public service. 

Guest Speaker Jill Biden

– Jill Biden

“Eventually, everyone 
has to walk through the 
fire, but at times in our 
life, we are called upon 
to do more ... to bring 
people through the 
flames, to help them 
find the other side.”



Reaching Out Luncheon Co-Chairs:
Sean and Leslie Kelley

Luncheon Table Captains:
The key to success

Table captains are the true stars of the luncheon, and we want to 
make sure you know how important you are!

By reaching out and sharing information about Hopelink and 
encouraging people to attend the luncheon, you are true ambassadors 
for a stronger, more vibrant community. That is a significant mission, 
and one that deserves recognition, along with our appreciation. So as 
a Table Captain, here’s what’s in it for you:

• A hosted, exclusive party with your fellow Table Captains  
in September

• An invitation to the pre-luncheon VIP reception, where you and a 
guest will be able to meet and pose for a photo with special guest 
Jill Biden

• Recognition in the luncheon program
• A special “thank-you” gift following the event

What to Expect 
During the luncheon, Table Captains and their guests will:
• Enjoy a complimentary meal 
• Learn more about the work Hopelink is doing in our community to 

help people build stability and exit poverty for good
• Hear an energizing keynote address by military mom, professor and 

former Second Lady Jill Biden
• Be asked to support Hopelink community services work and our 

Campaign for Lasting Change. with a donation (suggested minimum 
of $300)

• Come away inspired!

Reaching Out Luncheon

Prevents 12 families  
from becoming homeless

$2,000

$10,000

Helps two clients  
earn their GEDs

Provides 4 months of support and 
training to help a client find work

Provides 36 nights  
of shelter and safety

Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue
Monday, October 16, 2017

VIP Reception with Jill Biden
Neiman Marcus, 10:30 a.m.

Luncheon, Meydenbauer Center
Doors open: 11:30 a.m. 
Program begins: 12 noon
Program ends: 1:15 p.m. 

Your Support Matters

Provides more than 260 healthy  
and nutritious meals

Event Details

Want to help but can’t 
attend the luncheon?

Give today  
at hopelink.org

$300

$500

$1,000



How do I become a Table Captain?
Register online at hopelink.org/luncheon, or by email at RSVP@hopelink.org. 

If you have previously served as a Table Captain:
We will be happy to send you a list of your past guests.  

If you are a new Table Captain: 
We will set up a quick phone call to make sure you have all the information you need.  

What happens next?
You can now start recruiting guests for your table! Tables include seating for 10, so hosting a table 
means you + 9 guests. You also can sign up to host more than one table of 10!

How do I register my guests? 
Our goal is to make registering your guests as easy as possible, for you. You can register your guests 
in multiple ways this year (see below). Hopelink will communicate with your guests in several ways, 
so please confirm your guests emails and mailing addresses. Guest lists are due by October 1. 

• Email to RSVP@hopelink.org
• Fax your guest list to 425-869-6035
• Use the online registration page on our website: hopelink.org/luncheon
• Complete guest list form and mail to  

10675 Willows Road Northeast #275 Redmond, Washington 98052 

In October all registered guests will receive a confirmation email with event information, directions & 
parking and information on the suggested minimum donation. 

Once you’ve registered as a Table Captain, we will stay in touch with you between now and October 
to remind you of key dates and help ensure the process is easy and enjoyable.  

Tips for filling my table
• Send our “eSave the Date” message (available online) with a personal note to friends, family  

and colleagues.
• Follow up with a phone call or note to personally invite guests to join you at your table.
• Once your guests accept your invitation, add their names and contact information to your guest list 

form or send your guests’ details to RSVP@hopelink.org.

What if I can’t fill my table?
Hopelink will help fill your table with guests who are attending on their own. You also may choose to 
co-captain a table with a friend who can fill the rest of your table.

Additional resources including a toolkit with talking points, guest list form, sample emails and a 
link to the “eSave the Date” message are available online at hopelink.org/luncheon. 

Questions? RSVP@hopelink.org, or 425.897.3703 or visit hopelink.org/luncheon.

Table Captaining 101


