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A Message from Hopelink CEO Lauren Thomas 

Dear Friend,

On behalf of the 63,000 people who turn to Hopelink for help every year, thank you 
for registering as a Table Captain!

Hopelink’s annual Reaching Out Luncheon every October is both a celebration and 
an opportunity. It is a time to honor our successes, expand our dreams, and find 
inspiration in the extraordinary work that we, as a community, are doing every single 
day. 

The 2018 luncheon is set for Monday, October 15, at Meydenbauer Center in 
Bellevue, and we are thrilled that our special guest speaker this year will be Dr. 
Tererai Trent! Tererai’s journey from a path defined by poverty and gender to one 
of international recognition and success is an awe-inspiring tale of perseverance 
and the power of believing in our dreams. You and your guests will come away 
energized by her message of hope.

Hopelink’s Reaching Out Luncheon is the eastside’s largest fundraiser, regularly 
drawing 1,800 guests. If you have attended in the past, you know the energy in the 
room is electrifying, as we come together in a remarkable spirit of commitment and 
community.  

As a Table Captain, you are the heart and soul of this event. And as you help us fill 
the room, please know that your efforts will extend far beyond the funds we are 
able to raise that day, as your guests who are new to us will be helping our Hopelink 
community grow as well!

Whether this will be your first luncheon or your 23rd, I am honored to have you on 
our team, and grateful for your commitment to helping us build a community free of 
poverty.

With gratitude, 

Lauren



About Hopelink

Since 1971, Hopelink has served homeless and low-income families, children, seniors and 
people with disabilities in north and east King County; helping people gain stability and 
the tools and skills needed to exit poverty. Hopelink also provides transportation services 
throughout King and Snohomish Counties. 

Hopelink has a proven track record of changing lives: ensuring that children have enough 
to eat and the tools to succeed in school; that young families have a stable place to live 
and a plan of action for getting back on their feet; that retired seniors have food and heat to 
help them stay safe and healthy in their homes.

The Hopelink approach to ending poverty delivers a synergistic network of programs – 
from food, shelter and heat to adult education, transportation and employment help.

All five service centers – in Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond, Shoreline and Sno-Valley 
(Carnation) – include food banks and one-on-one services. Each also provides additional 
food for kids on summer break, as well as backpacks with school supplies in the fall. 
In December, Hopelink food banks are turned into holiday toy and gift rooms for local 
families.   

Hopelink programs focus on nine categories of assistance: 

Case managers work with families to address 
multiple long-term needs.

Providing coaching on budgeting, credit, bill 
paying, debt repayment, savings, and  
financial recovery. 

Family Development

Classes prepare clients for the workforce or 
adult learning.

Medicaid transportation; off-route bus access, 
and assistance with public transportation.

Financial Capabilities

Programs include emergency family shelter and 
long-term housing.

Food banks provide fresh, healthy food, while 
classes offer nutritional education.  

Adult Education

Transportation

Food Assistance
Assisting clients to develop the skills needed to 
find work.

Employment Services

Providing funds to mitigate financial crises.

Financial Resilience

Housing

Providing energy assistance grants to help with 
home heating costs.

Energy Assistance



Currently an adjunct professor in Monitoring & Evaluation in Global 
Health at Drexel University School of Public Health, Tererai Trent was an 
18-year-old wife and mother of three living in a Zimbabwean village when 
she began to dream of a better life.

As a young girl, she had watched as a “relay of poverty” took hold of 
those around her. The relay passed a baton from one to another; from 
her great grandmother to her grandmother and mother, before it was 
extended to her.

“I was running so fast. I never wanted that baton. It was not 
my relay. It was not my race.”

Inspired to dream, and with her mother’s encouragement, Tererai wrote 
four education goals on a scrap of paper, slipped it into a tin can, and buried the can in the ground; homage to 
a sacred connection to the earth. Her mother suggested a fifth goal: giving back.

“Your dreams will have greater meaning when they are tied to the betterment of your community,” she said.

Tererai lives that belief. She is convinced we have a moral obligation to look out for each other, and to end the 
relay of poverty.

“I could not be where I am without the help of others. I stand on the shoulders of giants, I stand 
on the shoulders of champions, people who believed in me, people who saw a hunger in me, 
and said, yes … we can do it.”

Throughout her journey, Tererai found support in community; from food and shelter, to help with her education. 
Her path from crisis to stability and out of poverty is one that Hopelink helps our clients travel every single day.

Tererai was a keynote speaker at the UN Global Compact Leaders Summit, and in 2018, won the NAACP 
Award for Outstanding Literary Work. She founded the Tererai Trent International Foundation to create 
opportunity through access to quality education, with a focus on girls and developing nations. Through 
strategic partnerships with Oprah Winfrey and Save the Children, Tererai’s mission to provide universal access 
to quality education while also empowering rural communities is now being realized.

“One of the most inspirational people I’ve met in all my years of interviewing, Tererai has a personal story that 
will bring you to tears—and make you cheer.”

-Oprah Winfrey

Our Speaker



Reaching Out Luncheon 
Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue
Monday, October 15, 2018

VIP Reception with Dr. Tererai Trent: 10 a.m. 

Luncheon
Doors open: 11:30 a.m.
Program begins: 12 noon
Program ends: 1:15 p.m.

Reaching Out Luncheon Co-Chairs:
Jeff, Lynette and Zelda Shirk

Luncheon Table Captains:

The key to success

Table captains are the true stars of the luncheon, and we want to make sure you know how important you are!

By reaching out and sharing information about Hopelink and encouraging people to attend the luncheon, you are true 
ambassadors for a stronger, more vibrant community. That is a significant mission, and one that deserves recognition, 
along with our appreciation. So as a Table Captain, here’s what’s in it for you:

• An invitation to the pre-luncheon VIP reception, where you and a guest will be able to meet and pose for a photo with 
special guest Dr. Tererai Trent

• Recognition in the luncheon program 
• A special “thank-you” gift

What to Expect: 

During the luncheon, Table Captains and their guests will:

• Enjoy a complimentary meal

• Learn more about the work Hopelink is doing in our community to help people build stability and exit poverty for good

• Hear an inspiring keynote address by Dr. Tererai Trent

• Be asked to support Hopelink community services work with a donation (suggested minimum of $200)

• Come away inspired!

Event Details



Beginning July 20:

Sign up to be a Table Captain! 

• Visit www.hopelink.org/luncheon and sign up as a Table Captain.  
 
A Hopelink representative will contact you to: 

 » Confirm your information, and provide you with your Table Captain packet. 

 » Confirm the number of guests you plan to invite to sit at your table. 

Your representative will guide you through the Table Captain process, all of the way up to the day of the luncheon! 

• Start inviting guests to join you at your table (Optional messaging to use along with your personal note is attached).

Beginning August 16:

Guest Registration Officially Opens 
Begin Submitting Your Guest List Forms 

• Let your guests know that we are coming together to raise more than $1 million to help local families and 
individuals gain stability and exit poverty. 

• Registration is free, but please let guests know that the suggested minimum donation will be $200. 

• As your guests confirm their attendance, please add their names to your Guest List Form. Once you’ve added all of 
your guests, please submit as directed on the form. 

• Help us connect with guests who aren’t able to attend! Ask them to make a donation, or get involved: 

 » Tour one of Hopelink’s five service centers. Email jford@hopelink.org for more information. 

 » Attend a future event! From our Farm Fresh Feast in July to our Turkey Trot 5K in November, our calendar is full 
of opportunities to gather, build community and learn about Hopelink. Visit www.hopelink.org/events to  
learn more. 

 » Volunteer with us! Visit www.hopelink.org/take-action/volunteer for opportunities to make a difference. 

 » Sign up for our monthly enews updates, at hopelink.org.

Next Steps

mailto:jford%40hopelink.org?subject=Center%20Tour
http://www.hopelink.org/events
http://www.hopelink.org/take-action/volunteer


July through September:

Follow up on your invitations! 

• One to two weeks after sending your initial invitations, follow up with your guests to confirm attendance. Guests 
should register online by Friday, October 5 and include your name in the ‘Table Captain’ field on the registration form.  

• Hopelink will share information about the event on social media. If you don’t already, please follow Hopelink and 
share these posts, using the hashtag #hopelink to get your friends and colleagues excited about supporting a great 
cause!   

October 15: 

Your Table Captain packet – containing donation cards for you and your guests – will be at your table when you arrive at 
Meydenbauer Center. Please wait until instructed from the podium, and then pass the donation cards out to your table. 
Collect completed cards in your envelope, and leave the envelope in the center of your table for a Hopelink staff person to 
retrieve after the event. 

Reminders:

• If any of your guests sign up after the October 5 deadline, or if you need to make changes to your guest list, please 
email us right away at: RSVP@hopelink.org. 

• Because we generate name tags and thank you letters from this list, please verify spelling and addresses. 

• Please note any special requirements for your guests (i.e. food allergies, vegetarian, accessibility concerns). 

• Tables seat 10 guests, so as a Table Captain, you can host either a full table (you and nine guests) or a half table 
(you and four guests). Groups of more than 10 will be seated at adjacent tables.

Follow us on social media

https://www.facebook.com/Hopelink/
https://twitter.com/Hopelink
https://www.instagram.com/hopelinkhelps/?hl=en


Messaging Invited Guests 

As you connect with your guests (and potential guests), here are a few luncheon details you may want to include in your 
invitations. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions! 

Key Points: 

• Hopelink’s Reaching Out Luncheon is in its 23rd year, and is the eastside’s largest fundraiser, drawing about 1,800 
guests annually. The event serves as an opportunity to make a difference in so many lives, right here at home.  

• The luncheon is scheduled for Monday, October 15, and the guest speaker this year will be Dr. Tererai Trent (see 
attached bio).  

• The suggested minimum donation for this event is $200, however guests are welcome to give according to their 
ability. All contributions will support Hopelink services; helping local families and individuals gain stability and  
exit poverty.  

• Invited guests can learn more about Hopelink by speaking with a development officer or by touring one of Hopelink’s 
five service centers.


