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What's New
In this issue, Hopelink welcomes new CEO Dr. 

Catherine Cushinberry, who started April 19 replacing 

the retiring Lauren Thomas. Cushinberry most 

recently served as executive director of City Year 

Memphis in Tennessee, and previously served as the 

director of research for the National Office of Girls 

Inc. and executive director of a Boys and Girls Club in 

Tennessee. Learn more on page 14. 

Also new? This publication! Our new design and 

expanded content promise to engage our community, 

tackle fundamental issues and expand our shared 

knowledge and understanding of poverty today.       

Let us know what you think!
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Yours in service,

Dr. Catherine Cushinberry 
Hopelink CEO

Dear Hopelink Community of 

Friends and Partners, 

I am honored to serve as the new 

CEO of Hopelink. I am grateful 

for the warm reception I have 

received from so many members 

of our community. As a new 

resident of the area, it has been 

heartwarming to receive your 

notes and well-wishes. Thank 

you. 

In this edition of Reaching Out, 

you will have the opportunity to 

learn more about me and enjoy 

a few pictures in more casual 

settings. I am happy to share 

this insight into my life, and I am 

eager to settle into my new home 

base and begin building new 

memories. 

"I live and lead 
from a place of 
joy, excitement, 
hopefulness, 
an expectation 

of excellence, 
and most 
importantly, 
passion." 
As the new CEO, I plan to 

spend time getting to know my 

Hopelink team members, the 

people and places affected by 

our work, and the partners and 

volunteers who breathe life into 

our vision of a community free 

of poverty. I have already started 

visiting our various sites and 

working alongside team members 

to keep our necessary and 

important work moving forward. 

I am grateful to prior CEO Lauren 

Thomas for her leadership and 

for ensuring a seamless transition 

into Hopelink’s next 50 years.

We have a beautiful journey 

ahead of us, and I am incredibly 

thankful to lead and walk 

forward with you into the future. 

A new beginning
Message from the CEO

Community 
in Action 
Boeing

Boeing employees made sure it was a 

happy holiday for children this year! Every 

year, Boeing employees donate money to 

different organizations throughout Puget 

Sound. This year, however, was something 

special, as employees donated nearly 

$70,000 to Hopelink – more than double 

the largest amount they had donated in the 

past. Because of this generosity, Hopelink 

was able to double the gift card amount 

for children that participated in Hopelink’s 

holiday gift program.

For sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact: Pam Cabrera  

425.897.3718 
PCabrera@hopelink.org

For food and fund drives, please 
contact: Liz Waesche   

425.897.3721 
EWaesche@hopelink.org
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Intellectual Ventures 

Intellectual Ventures (IV), an invention 

investment company headquartered in 

Bellevue, has partnered with Hopelink 

for the past 12 years. IV employees 

held a virtual raffle in November to 

raise funds for Hopelink’s food and 

financial assistance program. In total, 

the event raised nearly $24,000.

Sammamish Rotary Foundation 

The Sammamish Rotary Foundation 

has always been there, quietly helping 

Hopelink and the community. When 

Hopelink opened a new, larger 

Redmond center, the Sammamish 

Rotary Foundation paid toward 

shelving for the food bank. Then, 

later, they provided more funds to 

purchase food to distribute from 

the new shelves. When the pandemic 

struck, their COVID-19 Task Force 

approached Hopelink to ask which 

game-changing equipment could 

really help serve clients better during 

the public health crisis. Again, they 

funded a new reach-in refrigerator 

and several chest freezers to help 

safely store and distribute food to the 

increasing numbers of people needing 

food assistance during the pandemic.

Bear Creek School

Over the holidays, Middle School 

students at The Bear Creek School 

created individual PPE bags containing 

masks, sanitizer, tissues and a few 

winter items such as tea for Hopelink 

clients. The bags were distributed 

to residents in Hopelink’s Housing 

Program.

Sky Nursery

Sky Nursery in Shoreline gave back 

to their community and recently 

conducted an online fundraiser – 

matching each donation – to help 

their local Hopelink food banks 

purchase food. Through reaching out 

to customers, friends, staff and family, 

they spread the word about their 

fundraiser and raised $10,638. This 

was enough to fill 966 boxes of food 

and provide the equivalent of 20,286 

meals for their community.

Eastside Firefighters Benevolent Fund raises money 
for happier Hopelink holidays 

Eastside Firefighters Benevolent Fund held a fundraiser to 

help Hopelink purchase gift cards for families during the 

holiday season. In previous years, Eastside Firefighters 

Benevolent Fund held drives to collect gifts for the Hopelink 

Sno-Valley gift room, however this year they made a 

video to collect funds for Hopelink and Issaquah Food and 

Clothing Bank. Eastside Fire and Rescue’s creativity and 

transition to online fundraising helped pay for gifts for 

Hopelink families.  
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Picture description 
goes here

Hopelink CEO

Feeding a 
community in crisis
Hopelink volunteers step up to help
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A bell rings in the warehouse at Hopelink’s 

Kirkland center, and the Tuesday morning 

packing line lets out a cheer. Rumor has it the 

bell is to let someone know there’s a full pallet 

of boxes ready for the forklift, but for the 

volunteers who routinely finish their three-

hour shift in two hours, it’s also a celebration.

The nine-member Tuesday morning crew – one 

of four shifts charged with packing a total 

average of 2,500 boxes of food every week 

since Hopelink centers were physically closed 

to the public early last year – also prefer to 

work through breaks.

“They have been incredible,” said Hopelink 

packing line supervisor Elena Lavrushin. 

“And we have so many new people, who 

had no connection with Hopelink before the 

pandemic. They just said, ‘I want to make a 

difference; I want to help out.’”

Michelle Neves, who began volunteering 

with the packing line in September, has long 

supported Hopelink – including growing extra 

produce to donate during 

the summer months – and 

is committed to doing 

whatever she can to help.

“Since the pandemic, I 

felt so helpless that I 

couldn’t do anything,” 

Neves said. “So as soon as 

the warehouse opened to 

volunteers, I signed up. 

I just felt like I needed 

to do something. And I 

find it so fulfilling … this 

group is a really good 

group.”

Heather Hall said she’d 

heard of Hopelink but wasn’t aware of where 

the Kirkland center was located until she 

happened to spot the building from a trail 

during an evening walk.

“During Covid, it feels 
really important,” 
Hall said. “Sometimes 
when I’m leaving after 
volunteering, there are 
people lining up (for 
food), and that just 
drives it home.”
She expects to continue volunteering once 

Hopelink food banks return to a grocery store 

model and her son heads off to college. 

Monique Magraw and her husband are 

longtime Hopelink supporters – regularly 

attending events and participating in food 

drives – and she was excited to join a packing 

crew as soon as possible. In addition to 

spending the past year on the line, Magraw 

took to the local gleaning fields with Hopelink 

Harvest and began collecting produce for 

the organization’s 

food banks over the 

summer; another task 

she loved. 

“I’ve done almost 

everything you can 

do,” Magraw said. “I 

really believe in what 

Hopelink does. There 

was a short time in 

my life when I needed 

a helping hand, and 

it’s important. We’re a 

small part of providing 

for people who really 

need it.

“And being there at one point in my life – what 

a blessing … being able to give back is huge 

for me.”

Monique Magraw
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season. Then in 2020, because of the pandemic and everything that was 

going on, we thought it would be safer and easier for our neighborhood 

to move the fundraiser online. The year before I first got involved with 

the fundraiser, when I was in the fifth grade, we did a unit in class about 

poverty and food insecurity, and how it impacts people. That class was 

the main reason I initially latched onto this particular project, to help 

my community in these specific areas.

Q | During the drive, what did you learn about the impact young 

people can have on significant issues facing our community?

A | Being a part of this fundraiser has shown me that kids can help 

out and give back to their communities; it’s not just something adults 

should be doing. When we were able to host the fundraiser in person, 

prior to the pandemic, we had kids as young as kindergarteners 

volunteering with our food drive. It’s never too early or too late, no age 

too young or too old, to get involved and give back to your community. 

Q | As a young philanthropist, what do you think you’d like to do 

next?

A | Well, for starters, I intend to continue supporting the annual HOA 

fundraiser. But until that happens this upcoming winter, I am looking 

forward to getting involved with other initiatives in my community to 

work towards promoting equity and inclusion. I also hope to continue 

enjoying various volunteering opportunities, such as my work with the 

Kirkland City Youth Council.

To host your own fundraiser or to support an existing one, visit:     

app.mobilecause.com/vf/Hopelink

Fifth grade 
project spurs 
young activist 
to take on food 
insecurity
Meet Hopelink supporter Kai Vanderlip 

Every year, the Greenbrier Homeowner’s 

Association in Redmond hosts a food drive 

to support Hopelink clients during the 

holiday season. Neighborhood residents 

come together to raise awareness about 

hunger and food insecurity in their 

community and encourage others to help 

by donating food items to help stock 

Hopelink’s food banks.

Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic 

changed everything; putting a stop to 

Greenbrier’s annual holiday food drive. 

Meanwhile, 16-year-old Kai was not ready 

to give up. With a passion for giving to his 

community and preventing food insecurity, 

Kai teamed up with the HOA to transition 

their annual food drive into an online 

fundraiser – raising $4,828 for Hopelink 

services! We spoke with Kai to learn a          

bit more.

Q | When did you first get involved with 

the Greenbrier HOA’s annual food drive, 

and what sparked your passion for this 

issue?

A | I first got involved with the fundraiser 

in 2016, when I was in the sixth grade, 

helping collect food donations for 

Hopelink’s food banks during the holiday 
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For more information about how 

to host a food, fund or coin drive, 

contact Liz Waesche at 425.897.3721 or 

EWaesche@hopelink.org or visit our 

website and download the End Summer 

Hunger Food and Fund Drive kit.

FOOD IS ESSENTIAL. 
What is End Family Hunger? End Family Hunger is a campaign that supports Hopelink's efforts to ensure that families in 

need of food and other resources are met with success. Since the onset of COVID-19, Hopelink has worked to ensure that 

so many families affected by the pandemic have had their basic needs met. Through the End Family Hunger campaign, your 

support will help us continue these efforts.

hopelink.org/EFH
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Left to right: Luis, Maria, Madeylen
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Back on 
our feet
Hopelink helps a resilient family 

build a new foundation

“She wants to be an artist. She wants to be a painter.”

That’s how Madeylen described her 11-year-old daughter, 

Maria, who created beautiful works of art while she and her 

parents lived out of their car for more than three years. 

“That’s what she would do,” said Madeylen. “She would paint.”

During that time, Maria, her mom, and her dad Luis visited 

The New Bethlehem Day Center in Kirkland, where they could 

access food, showers, laundry, computers and other services. 

Even there, Maria would paint. But at the end of the day, 

the three of them would spend their nights in a car … even 

through the cold of winter. Madeylen said they were often 

sick; suffering from colds and headaches.

Living in their car became the family’s only option when 

shared housing didn’t work out, and they didn’t have enough 

income to find a place of their own in King County.
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“We experienced a lot of 

discrimination,” said Luis, who like 

Madeylen, emigrated from Honduras 

more than 20 years ago. “And people 

assume that everyone who is homeless 

is either a criminal or does drugs.” 

The family sometimes slept in a park, 

while Luis continued to take whatever 

jobs he could.

Everything changed when the family 

received a referral to Hopelink.

In October 2019, the family moved 

into Hopelink’s Avondale Park shelter, 

where they immediately met with a 

case manager to discuss some of their 

goals. Without the stress of day-to-day 

survival, the couple began to focus 

on long-term stability; resuming their 

schooling, increasing their income and 

finding permanent housing.

But after so many nights in a cramped 

car, it was the simple comforts – things 

most of us take for granted – that the 

family treasured most.

“Now we have a 
place that we can 
stretch out, and we 
can shower,” Luis 
said. “And now that 
we are here, we 
can eat when we’re 
hungry. On the 
streets, we couldn’t 
buy warm food.”
After a few months, Luis found 

additional job opportunities and was 

able to increase his income. Meanwhile, 

the family began to work with their 

Hopelink case manager to learn 

about financial tools that would help 

them lower some of their expenses, 

prioritize bills and explore ways to 

build credit and begin saving for the 

future. 

By February 2020, the family felt more 

confident about their housing search, 

and – armed with a strong credit 

report and job history, as well as an 

excellent background check – applied 

for a new place to live. 

Sadly, they learned their income 

exceeded requirements in the 

development to which they’d applied, 

by only a few dollars. Having done 

everything right yet falling short 

was disheartening, but the family 

persevered. In July 2020, when another 

housing opportunity at Hopelink 

opened up, Luis and Madeylen 

submitted an application, and were 

approved. A few weeks later, the 

family signed their first lease, and got 

the keys to the place they now call 

home. 

When the family first came to 

Hopelink, they had only a car and the 

clothes on their backs. Today, they 

have a permanent home, and Luis is 

working fulltime. Maria is enrolled 

in school and now has her very own 

space; something she never had while 

living with her parents in a car.

Although they have lived in the 

United States for some time, Luis and 

Madeylen continue to be grateful to 

call this country home.

“We came here to escape from violence 

in our country,” Luis said. “And we 

are so grateful to be in a country that 

takes you in. Everyone we have met 

has been great to us; we have been 

treated so well. Today … we feel free.”

For now, their goals are both measured 

and practical. 

“I think the future 
gets built little by 
little,” Luis said. 
“The first step 
is to recover – 
emotionally, and 
financially. But for 
the moment? To 
stay put!”
Warm food when they’re hungry, 

plenty of room to stretch out, a home 

with a mailing address and a door that 

locks … Luis and Madeylen have the 

foundation they need to follow their 

dreams. And … a quiet space for Maria 

to begin painting the brightest possible 

future.

One of Maria's paintings
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Hopelink's 2020 Events Go Virtual

Reaching Out Luncheon

Hopelink’s 25th annual Reaching Out 

Luncheon featured a virtual discussion 

about the link between poverty 

and racism, with special guests 

Soledad O’Brien, Brittany Packnett-

Cunningham and Gordon McHenry, Jr. 

A total of 583 guests raised $749,576 

to help Hopelink families affected by 

the pandemic.

End Summer Hunger 

In 2020, Hopelink’s annual End Summer Hunger campaign provided additional 

food to help ensure that families affect by the coronavirus pandemic would have 

enough to eat during the summer months. 

And in the fall, Hopelink provided backpacks filled with school supplies to 2,107 

children.

Lend a Hoping Hand

At the end of an unprecedented year of challenge and uncertainty, the holidays 

were feeling anything but festive for a lot of local families. And in 2020, the 

annual tradition of Hopelink holiday gift rooms wasn’t possible because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. Instead? A generous Hopelink community raised enough 

to provide gift cards to 1,253 families – including 3,324 children!

Turkey Trot

The virtual reality of Hopelink’s 20th 

annual Turkey Trot 5K Family Fun 

Run & Walk offered several unique 

advantages over the traditional event 

in Kirkland: Participants had a full 

week to log their Ks, and trotters 

were able to join the event from as far 

away as Missouri, Hawaii, and British 

Columbia! A total of 395 participants 

raised $37,642.

Farm Fresh Feast

In 2020, a total of 206 Farm Fresh 

Feasters enjoyed wine and a 

multicourse boxed dinner prepared 

by local celebrity chef John Howie – 

along with a lively auction – from the 

comfort of their homes, patios and 

backyards in Hopelink’s 7th annual 

event. Guests raised $156,652 for 

Hopelink services.
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Dr. Catherine Cushinberry, are there 
any moments in your life that were 
epiphanous for you? An aha moment 
where you learned something 
important about yourself? As an 

8-year-old, I sat on my bedroom floor and 

read about the Dead Sea, particularly how 

buoyant it would make you because of 

the level of salt deposits. I wasn’t a strong 

swimmer but was intrigued by the idea of 

floating without effort. I said to myself I 

would swim in the Dead Sea. We were poor. 

No one in my family had been abroad. I 

had no reason to believe that was possible 

for me. Over 18 years later, I swam in the 

Dead Sea. At that moment I realized how 

powerful intention is to my life. If there 

is something I desire, I fully believe it can 

become my reality. 

Who were some significant 
influences in your life and why? 
Most significant to my life is my mother, 

the first to receive her college education 

in my family. She raised me as a single 

mom. My father left when I was two. She 

was a trailblazer without acknowledging it 

and never told me what I could not try or 

achieve. Other significant influences in my 

life are my aunts and cousins. I come from 

a line of women who are leaders, especially 

Catherine Rhodes, who was my maternal 

grandmother. I am her namesake. I would 

also include nonprofit leader Dr. Linda 



Donate online at hopelink.org 15

Jo Turner. She showed me what a 

compassionate leader looked like who 

was focused on excellence.

You’ve played a leadership role 
in organizations that empower 
individuals while also building 
community. Is there a common 
thread in your work that you’re 
most passionate about? The 

common thread for me is a focus on 

improving the lives of children and 

families. I am a systems thinker, so I 

believe when you can positively impact 

various parts of a family’s ecosystem, 

then you significantly increase the 

chances of progress for generations 

to come. I lead not only for today, but 

with an eye toward the future. 

In your previous work, is 
there one thing you were 
able to accomplish that you 
are particularly proud of? I 
am particularly proud of the work 

I accomplished with my team in 

my most recent role with City Year 

Memphis. I was able to take my 

experiences home and establish an 

organization that will be sustainable 

for years to come. Much of the work 

has been focused in the neighborhood 

where I was raised, where some of my 

family and friends live. I’m proud of 

what we accomplished for children 

and families of Memphis. 

What drew you to Hopelink? 

For generations, my family benefited 

from the types of services Hopelink 

has provided for 50 years. We were 

recipients of food, housing, financial 

and transportation assistance. 

It sustained us as we navigated 

generational poverty because of 

slavery, until my mother, a transitional 

character in my family, received her 

education and set me and others on 

a different path. The opportunity to 

lead work that provides other families 

the same and better resources is what 

connects me to Hopelink. 

What role do you think 
organizations such as Hopelink 
should play in the broader 
community? I think organizations 

should be working together to identify 

where there are gaps in services to the 

community and provide services as 

partners and not competitors. The last 

thing any community needs is to have 

organizations posturing for position 

or power. The broader community 

benefits when organizations are 

communicating, sharing information 

and building bridges to increase equity 

and access to services and reduce any 

one being left out or behind. 

This year, Hopelink is celebrating 
50 years of serving this area. 
In 2071, what do you hope our 
community will look like? This is 

challenging to answer because there 

is so much I need to learn about the 

look of the community now. From 

my vantage point, I would like the 

community to have created spaces 

and places where any and everyone 

who is in need of support can be 

seen and heard and services are 

quickly dispatched to them. I hope, 

with the use of technology, there is 

innovation in how quickly we can 

truly meet people where they are, no 

matter where they are located in the 

community. 

QUICK TAKE:
Current book? "Light on Yoga" by 

B.K.S. Iyengar. I want to get back into 

yoga practice, but with a broader 

knowledge.

Favorite activity on a non-work 
day? Traveling or experiencing a new 

place or space.

Best advice you’ve ever 
received? There is no such thing as 

writer’s block. Just start writing, even 

if it seemingly makes no sense. You’ll 

have something to edit and build on. 

My Ph.D. advisor, Dr. Larry Ganong, 

gave me this advice and would often 

say, “I can work with something. I can’t 

work with nothing." 

Three words you’d use to 
describe yourself? Visionary, fun, 

self-actualized.

What are you most eager to 
explore in your new community? 

Meeting people, hiking trails, wineries, 

different cuisines and fresh salmon 

and learning more about REI and what 

it will mean to my outdoor life (my 

staff told me about this and now I’m 

extremely curious).

Left: Dr. Cushinberry and cousin at a 
Grizzlies game

Center: With mom, Matilda 
Cushinberry

Right: With City Year Memphis board 
member gearing up for the first pitch 
at a Memphis Redbirds game
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At the core of who we are, we at 

Hopelink champion the success of 

our community and work to break 

down barriers that are in the way of 

all people fulfilling their dreams and 

aspirations. My work at Hopelink 

centers on the barriers that hide in 

the dark and often revolve around 

issues of the heart. Challenges in our 

communities like racism, xenophobia, 

systemic inequity and more seek to 

prevent our clients from reaching 

the goals they set for themselves. By 

refining our processes to use equity, 

diversity and inclusion frameworks as 

our foundation and deeply investing 

in external advocacy work, we strive to 

be great partners for our clients.

This year, we strengthened our 

advocacy agenda, paying even more 

attention to policies regarding systems 

changes. High on our list of priorities 

were policy changes to policing, 

childcare, housing stability and 

other community needs. Due to the 

pandemic, we were unable to travel to 

the capital in support of our annual 

Advocacy Day, but that was not going 

to stop our commitment to engaging 

the Hopelink community in advocacy. 

Instead, for the first (but certainly 

not the last) time, we hosted a voter 

registration drive at Hopelink sites. 

Community members, volunteers, 

staff and clients received information 

on the voter registration process and 

were able to register to vote the same 

day.

In an age where many states are 

beginning to roll back 

voter rights to mirror 

that of the Jim Crow era 

– making it much harder 

for communities of color 

to exercise their right 

to vote – we are grateful 

to live in a state that is 

expanding the right to 

vote, and we look forward to doing 

our part to ensure that every member 

of our community is able to use their 

voice and their vote.

In future issues of Reaching Out, 

you will hear from other community 

leaders whose incredible work is 

moving us closer to being an equitable 

community free of poverty. It will take 

each and every one of us to break the 

hold of racism and systemic inequity 

in our communities, and I look 

forward to working hard 

alongside of you to make 

that vision a reality. 

Being the change
By Mariama Suwaneh

Equity Matters

About the author:

Mariama Suwaneh is Hopelink’s Director of Equity, 

Diversity and Inclusion, with responsibility 

for developing and implementing the 

organization’s Equity, Diversity 

and Inclusion initiative. 

Suwaneh joined Hopelink 

from the University 

of Washington in April 2020, where 

she previously implemented an 

EDI strategy across the UW 

Advancement team.
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Community Partner:
Skykomish Harvest Food Bank

Hopelink isn’t the only local 

organization that got its start as 

neighbors helping neighbors. In 2012, 

Skykomish Valley residents Debbie 

Allegric and Debra Janasz stepped 

up to fill a need in their community: 

ensuring that their neighbors would 

have access to food. 

The first local food bank opened at 

the Skykomish town hall, then briefly 

moved to the Malone store before 

settling into the Skykomish Masonic 

Hall about a year later. Today, the 

Skykomish Harvest Food Bank serves 

more than 150 families per month, 

distributing over two tons of food.

Coordinator Kim Farmer says the food 

bank has no paid staff and relies on 

24 volunteers to pick up and deliver 

food, as well as organize and manage 

food bank days. Farmer – who grew 

up in the valley – also is a one-person 

advertising campaign,  using signs, 

social media and word-of-mouth and 

even sharing her personal cellphone 

number to let people know about the 

food bank.

In addition to 

Hopelink’s Mobile 

Market making 

regular stops at 

Masonic Hall, Hopelink 

also provides the food bank 

with fresh gleaned produce and 

excess perishable food, as well as 

back packs filled with school supplies 

in the fall. The Skykomish food bank 

also is a subcontractor for Hopelink’s 

lead role with the federal Emergency 

Food Assistance Program (EFAP), which 

also provides food.

Like most food banks, Farmer 

said Skykomish has experienced 

an increase in demand due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, with about 

25 percent more people coming in. 

Demand for delivery also increased as 

state residents were advised to stay 

home as much as possible.

After nearly 10 years, the Skykomish 

food bank has become a mainstay 

in the local community. Neighbors 

helping neighbors through a pandemic 

is a trial no one expected, but knowing 

the food bank is available year-round 

is what matters most. Farmer says 

that those who visit the food bank 

are continually amazed by what is 

available. 

“’I can’t believe you have so much 

food,’ is something we hear often,” 

she said, “‘and you do so much for the 

community.’” 

The Skykomish Harvest Food Bank’s 

two dozen volunteers plan to keep it 

that way.     

Question-circle
Tell us what you think!

Hopelink is committed to a vision of a community free of poverty. What do you think is the most significant step 

we can take to make that vision a reality? And what needs to happen on a community or public policy level? 

Let us know at ReachingOut@hopelink.org, and we may share your ideas in a future issue.



Federal Government   |   State of Washington   |   King County

City of Bellevue 

City of Bothell 

City of Duvall

City of Issaquah 

City of Kenmore 

City of Kirkland 

City of Redmond 

City of Sammamish

City of Shoreline 

Local Governments:

CORPORATE AND PRIVATE FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU 
for your support!
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$100,000+
Aven Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Connie and Steve Ballmer

United Way of King County 

$50,000+  
Medina Foundation  

Safeco Insurance Fund

Seattle Foundation 

The Albertsons Companies 
Foundation

Wockner Foundation

    

$20,000+
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation

Byron and Alice Lockwood 
Foundation

Cooper-MacGrath Foundation

Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing Puget Sound

Glaser Foundation 

Grousemont Foundation

PwC Charitable Foundation, Inc.

RealNetworks Foundation

Safeway Foundation

The Foster Foundation

 

$10,000+
Bellevue Rotary Club

Liberty Mutual Foundation

Tableau Software Foundation

The Lookout Foundation

The Stocker Foundation

Washington Federal Foundation 
   

$5,000+
Eastside Community Aid Thrift Shop

Edwards Mother Earth 
Foundation 

Fred & Gretel Biel Charitable Trust, 

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee 

Horizons Foundation 

Kirkland Firefighters Benevolent 
Association

Kroger Co. Zero Hunger Zero Waste 
Foundation

Muckleshoot Charity Fund

MUFG Union Bank Foundation

Praise for Today Foundation

Puget Sound Energy Foundation

Rotary Club of Mercer Island

Sammamish Rotary Foundation 

Starbucks Foundation

The Swinerton Foundation 

The TJX Foundation, Inc.

U.S. Bank Foundation

Windermere Foundation

 

$2,500+
Deacon Charitable Foundation

First Financial Northwest 
Foundation 

Lake Forest Park Rotary Charitable 
Foundation

Moccasin Lake Foundation

Northwest Farm Credit Services

Redmond Rotary Foundation 

Staples Foundation

Tulalip Tribes Charitable 
Contributions 

$1,000+
Ernest R. and Audrey M. Turner 

Foundation

Frederick Stearns Foundation

Matson Foundation

Rotary Club of Duvall

Rotary Club of Snoqualmie Valley

The Charles Maxfield Parrish & 
Gloria F. Parrish Foundation 

The Eureka Foundation, Inc.

The Gibson Family Foundation

The Jones Family Foundation

The Summit Family Foundation

2020 Government Funding Sources



$50,000+
Amazon

Cat Daddy Games

Columbia Bank

Microsoft

Premera Blue Cross

Puget Sound Energy

The Seattle Times

United Way of King County

$20,000+
The Boeing Company

Foundry10 LLC

Metropolitan Market

PAC Worldwide

Sterling Realty Organization

Terra Associates

T-Mobile

$10,000+
AvalonBay Communities

C.T. Sales

Evergreen Sun Enterprises

Expeditors International of 
Washington

Farmers New World Life Insurance

Fedex

First Tech Federal Credit Union

Intellectual Ventures

NVIDIA

Penrith Home Loans

Rafn Company

RealNetworks Foundation

Sierra Construction Co.

Sterling Bank and Trust

StixToGo

Swedish Medical Center

Symetra Financial

Wells Fargo

$5,000+
Accents et cetera Gift Baskets

Accenture

Alaska USA Federal Credit Union

Alterra Advisors

Axelerate

Carillon Properties

Columbia Bank

Davis Wright Tremaine

Directions on Microsoft

Healthcare Management 
Administrators

Jones Lang Lasalle

Kirkland Financial Advisers

Kymeta Corporation

Laird Norton Company

Lakeside Industries

Nextant

Nordstrom

Pacific Market International, LLC

Pacific One Construction

Seattle Children's Hospital

Sky Nursery

Snap Foundation

Talgo

Waste Management

Whole Foods Market

Zetron

$2,500+
Advanced Micro Devices

Axia Home Loans

Banner Bank

BAPS Charities

BECU

BentallGreenOak

Clementine

Corsair Technical Services

DOWL, LLC

GEE Automotive

Gold J&D, LLC

Graham Contracting LTD

Heritage Bank

Investment Development Corp.

iWorkWise

Kirkland Shared Services

Ledcor Management Services

Linesight

Metals Fabrication Co.

Molly Moon's Homemade Ice Cream

Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management

Nintendo of America

PAE Consulting Engineers

Pasayten

Pinewood Village Limited Partnership

Schneider Electric

Sprague Israel Giles

USI

Viper Technology

Vulcan

Whirlwind Services

$1,000+
ARC Architects

Architectural Werks

Associa Cares

Avnet

BAE Systems

Beck's Tribute Center

Beyondsoft Consulting

BMW of Seattle

BrandMuscle

Bray Executive Search

Brian Kearney Incorporated

Driftmier Architects, P.S.

EvergreenHealth

Falco Sult & Company

Fey & Grey Orthodontics

Freedoc

Heinz Marketing

Kokesh Financial Strategies

Lake & Co Real Estate

Lehrer & Van Allen

Matheus Lumber Company

Michels Corporation

Non Profit Insurance Program

Patton Property I LLC

Protea Dental Studio

Redbox Automated Retail, LLC

Ryan Companies US

SCS Engineers

Seattle Emergency Physicians 
Service

Seattle Mariners

Silvaris Corporation

Simplicity Consulting

Subaru Auburn

Summerhill Apartment Communitieis

vCita

Verity Solutions GRP

Whistle Workwear of Shoreline

Windermere Real Estate - Bellevue

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our featured business and corporate partners who have recently given $1,000 

or more. Every effort has been made to list your name correctly, but if you find an error, please contact Pam Cabrera at 

425.897.3718. We are equally grateful to the many businesses not listed that have also generously supported Hopelink through 

cash and/or in-kind donations.
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The Cornerstone recognizes a group of 
philanthropic individuals and families 
who lead the way in supporting 
Hopelink programs and services through 
their generous financial gifts.  
 
If you’d like more information on   
how to be a part of the Cornerstone, 
please contact Jeremy Weatherly   
at 425.897.3709 or   
JWeatherly@hopelink.org.

$50,000+ 

Alice Lawrence Foundation, Inc.

Patricia Atkinson

James and Deanna Claypool

Michael and Meredith Dodd

Mary Beth Dols

Eugene and Ruth Freedman Family 
Foundation

Grace Lutheran Church

Michael and Mary Kay Hallman

Brooks Hoffecker

Judy Jesiolowski and David Thompson

Lily Pointe Family Foundation

Estate of Betty Eleanor Lockwood

Lynn R. & Karl E. Prickett Fund

Joe and Elizabeth Michaels

David and Sherri Nichols

Leo and Kathy Notenboom

Terri Olson Miller and Tom Miller

Vince and Jacqui Orgovan

Betty J. Proctor Estate

Janet and James Sinegal

The Biella Foundation

The Thacher Family Philanthropy Fund

Edward Weber

Brian and Julene Wright

Anonymous (2)

$25,000+

Stephen and Rita Anderson

Jocelyn and Rick Asher

Nancy Bick and Dwight Krossa

David and Barbara Boss

Ward and Judy Bushnell

Jeremy and Kristin Condit

Edward and Amy Conti

David and T. Jane Cottrell

Suzan and Kurt DelBene

David Giuliani

Linda B. Glenicki

Greta Hardin and Alec Peterson

David Hargrove

Dennis and Barbara Knapp

Thomas McGill and Suzanne Sinegal 
McGill

Valerie Robinson

Jim and Bet Schuler

Klaus and Marion Schutz

Jennifer and Jonathon Schwegler

John Stanton and Theresa Gillespie

Peter and Carol Stewart

Darlene Sweeney

Anonymous (5)

$10,000+

Megan and Chris Anderson

Melinda Andrews

Maryam and Reza Baghai

Charles and Judithann Barnes

Brian and Katie Boland

Lynn and Jim Briody

Doug Burger

Timothy Burner and Camille Gearhart

JJ Cadiz

Anthony and Barbara Catania

John Christianson

Heinke Clark

Jesse Collins

Bobbie Conti and Jeff Hayford

Sharon L. Cooper

Geoff and Shawna Deane

Robert Devine and Karen Edgerton

Ellen and Darryn Dieken

Laura Dillaway

Marge Dippie

Joanie Dolsen

David and Kristen Dorwin

Oris and Sylvia Dunham

Dunietz Minsk Family Foundation

Kathleen Eggers

Judy and Brian Elbert

John Eldridge and Sowoon Pyo

John and Annette Elsbree

Richard and Susan Fade

Niels and Denise Ferguson

Hal and Carolynn Ferris

Richard and Maude Ferry

Julie and Tedd Filips

Kathe and Gregory Fowler

Craig Fujisaki and Beth Kopyar

Lynn and Bruce Gibson

Marlene and Robert Gillingham

Deborah Girdler and David Cutler

June Girolami

Darin Green

David and Cathy Habib

Cheryl and Dave Hadley

Harvest Against Hunger

Andrew and Freeman Held

David and Sue Holt

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

Michael Hopcroft and Starr Niego

Houston H. and Carolyn H. Harte Fund

Sarah Imbach and Andy Nowka

Aaron Jacobson

Elin Justice

Duane Kanz

Dena and Michael Kernish

Kathy Kincannon

Keith and Julie Kruger

Margaret and Tony Laliberte

Jeff and Suzanne Lane

Lemson Family Fund

Matthew and Barbara LePage

Carol Lewis and Andrew Pearson

Joseph and Cathy Jo Linn

Scott Louvau

Steve and Elizabeth Lucco

Drew and Kari Magill

Shawn and Monique Magraw

Luann and Raif Majeed

Jeff Mash

William and Judith Moritz

Linda Morris

Jonathan Morrison and Lucy Davies

Don Munsil and Sarah Stone

Mette and David Naness

Sina Nazemi

Dwayne and Denise Need

Jonathan Nelson

Kimm and Michael Nesteroff

Tyson Nevil

Misa Nguyen

Northshore Education Association

Carol and Gregory Olsby

James and Karen Orr

John and Mary Pat Osterhaus

Eric and Andrea Peoples

Lou and Cheri Perazzoli

Ron and Paula Pessner

Brady Quist

Nanda Raghunathan

James Ramsdell

Kaycee Reineke

Benjamin and Nancy Remak

Teresa Revelle and David Litwack

Sarah Ricci

Harlan and Christina Robins

Robinson Family Foundation

Jon and Teresa Rosenberg

Jack and Susan Ryder

George and Amanda Sadlier

Robert and Joan Sample

Dianne and Patrick Schultheis

Schultz Family Foundation

Ed and Christy Scripps

Michelle Seitz

Ashvini Sharma

Jeff and Lynette Shirk

Cynthia and David Shurtleff

Randolph and Barbara Smith

St. Andrew's Lutheran Church

David and Karen Steeb

Ben Stephens

Hugh and Cheryl Ann Stewart

John and Sherry Stilin

Joe and Amanda Szymanski

Martin Taillefer

Henry and Victoria Tappen

The Dexter and Cowley Family Fund

The Wheeler Foundation

Debra K. Thiel

Yoko Tilley

Justin and Heather Uberti

Anna and Sergey Ulanova

Alex Wenger and Matt Lambek

Woodinville Garden Club

Robert and Ruth Wright

Mika Yamamoto

Jason and Marjorie Zander

Suzanne and Benjamin Zorn

Anonymous (14)

$5,000+

William Adams and Debra Horowski

Tom Alberg and Judi Beck

Gillian Allen and Nicolas Barratt

Thank You, Donors!
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Doug and Marta Arensberg

Annie and Edward Averett

Bo Barker and Jan Henry

Lisa Barnes and Steve Hochhaus

Cynthia Bartok and Jonathan Olson

Dick and Joan Beck

Robert and Marilee Beckes

Randy and Stefanie Beighle

Alice and Robert Bishop

Arden and Rebecca Blackledge

Gary and Nancy Bleeker

BNGF Hawkins Family Charitable 
Foundation

Kristin and Christopher Bodiford

Boeschoten Foundation

Charu and Jeff Bogdan

Maria Borella

Raymond Bowen

Martin and Joan Brashem

Geary and Mary Britton Simmons

Alexander and Karin Brodd

Kevin and Teresa Brown

Sallie and Larry Brown

Tonia and Matthew Brown

Eric and Carrie Browne

Joseph and Mary Bundrant

Doug and Patti Byers

Calvin Presbyterian Church

Colin Caryl

Grant and Emilie Castle

Terence Chan and Yuet Kuen Wong

Nicola and Jeff Chapman

Justina Chen

Dorothy and Andy Chien

Edward and Melina Cimler

Carolyn and Stephen Clark

James Clark

Steven and Julie Cole

Congregation Kol Ami

Pat and Pamela Cooney

Corey Family Trust

Gina and Shawn Davis

Donald Delisi

Matthew and Elizabeth Delong

J. Donald and Merrily Dicks

Steve DiPietro

Cindy and Tate Dodge

Helen Dragovich

Edyth Drebin

The Dunkle Family

Todd and Stacy Dunlap

Craig Dysart

Echo Fund of Oregon Community 
Foundation

Rita Egrari

Malinda and Jean-Emile Elien

Larry Engel and Kate Battuello

Mark and Sally Esser

Kurt Falkenberg

David Fandel and Heather Sherman

Scott and Sharon Farrell

Kathleen and Ian Ferguson

Craig Fisher

Pauline and Will Fox

James and Amanda Franck

Stan and Cindy Freimuth

Michael and Karen Friend

Jo Bonnie and David Gartenberg

Carlene Gaudette

Brian Geihsler

Carol and Tal Godding

Mark and Linda Greenlaw

Deanna and Jeff Gregory

David and Teresa Guenther

Robert and Chris Gunther

Jeffrey and Lucia Hagander

Harold and Sarah Hager

Larry Hall

Tim Harahan

Roger and Joan Harbin

Kevin and Ann Harrang

Alice and York Harris

David Harte

Daniel Hartman

Timothy and Jen Heaton

Elizabeth J. Hebert

Matt and Beth Heinz

Hinds Family Fund

Bob and Janine Hoffmann

Rick and Kandace Holley

Steve and Cathy Beth Hooper

Hot Chocolate Charitable Fund

James and Patricia Hughes

Kristen and Greg Hunter

Orlay Johnson and Shirley Kronheim

Richard and Jeanne Johnson

Richard and Aimee Jones

Len Kawell and Mary Ellen Heinen

Katherine and Ryan Kearny

Doreen and David Keyes

Raymond and Amelia King

Robert and Kim Kleewein

Timothy and Sarah Kurtzman

Shane and Brandy Landry

Larson Family Foundation

Ander Larson and Eva Sutarova

John and Cynthia Larson

Christina and Yung Lee

Susun and Scott Livingston

Joseph and Mary Beth Long

Matthew Loschen and Gretchen Freed 
Loschen

John and Cristi Ludwig

Terence and Ann Lukens

Katrina Lyon-Smith

Arty and Bella Makagon

Rico and Regina Malvar

Mohamed and May Mansour

Jack Martin and Colleen Crowley

Ronald Martinson

Marilyn Mason-Plunkett and Richard 
Plunkett

Joan McBride and Margaret Meister

Mary Kay McCaw

Chris McConnell

Lyn McCoy and Rick Szeliski

Jamie McDonald

Andy and Jill McGovern

Connor McMahon

Dennis and Laura Meinhardt

Marla Mellies and Peter Delaney

David and Tina Messner

Beth Mickelson

Paul Ming

Vince Mitchell

Larry and Kimberly Morris

Heather Needham

Laurie and Greg Nelson

Anthony and Julee Neupert

Donald and Karen Neustadt

Lionel Ng and Chi-Chuen Chan

Sally A. Nordstrom

Ben and Linda Norris

Mark and Colleen Olleman

Peggy and Rick Ostrander

Anne Otten and James Adcock

Brett Palmiero

Owen Paulus

Blake and Dana Pelton

William and Jennifer Pollard

Susan and Jim Powell

Robert Power and Michelle Raymond

Emilie and Raghvinder Purhar

Kristie and Patrick Putnam

Mike and Margaret Reese

Donn and Pat Roberts

Katherine Robichaux

Rocks2Dogs

Jeremy Ruhland

Richard and Kristin Saada

Kya Sainsbury-Carter

Joe and Judy Sambataro

Bhrighu and Shefali Sareen

Alison and Barry Shaw

Jack and Nicole Showalter

Michael and Suzanne Sievert

Al and Lisa Stankowiak

Valentin Stefan

Jeremy and Melissa Stone

Audria Stubina and Paul Raff

The Anderson Foundation

The James and Geraldine Godfrey 
Foundation

The Kasin Family Foundation

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Alexander Tsao

Elona Tuomi

Matthew Van Gundy

Kashi Vishwanath

Katherine and Thomas Walker

David and Romayne Watt

WEA Cascade Uniserv Council

Joe and Gail Wenaweser

Kelly and Brant Weyer

Sage Wheeler

Frederick Wiesinger

Bob and Peggy Wilkerson

Mary and Fred Williams

Crystal Wilson and Dawnita Udall

Craig Winans and Janis Horike

Stephen Winslow

Catherine Wissink

Taylor Worth

Tianyu Xie

Kerem Yuceturk

Marcia and Klaus Zech

Anonymous (14)

This publication of our leadership 
donors recognizes recent gifts with 
cash contributions totaling more than 
$5,000. Every effort has been made to 
correctly list contributors. If we have 
your name wrong, or you want to make 
a change, please contact Josalyn Ford 
at 425.952.3042.

To see more of our donor community, 
please visit: www.hopelink.org/about-
us/whos-helping-hopelink

We are equally grateful to the 
many individuals, businesses and 
organizations not listed who have also 
given cash and/or in-kind contributions 
to Hopelink over the past year.
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The 1969 recession rocked this area. 

Plummeting demand in the aerospace 

industry hit Boeing, the region’s largest 

employer, hard. Unemployment in 

Seattle reached 12 percent. And then 

the billboard appeared … suggesting it 

was time to turn out the lights.

But for a few Bothell neighbors caught 

in the downturn, it was not the time to 

wait and hope things got better. It was 

time to rebuild their community.

They helped each other find jobs, 

and they made sure their neighbors 

had food, and rides to medical 

appointments. And along the way, they 

found a community eager to help. 

By 1982, the organization that would 

become Hopelink had expanded to 

cover most of King County outside 

of Seattle – opening centers in 

Kirkland, Snoqualmie Valley, Bellevue 

and Redmond to provide food and 

other emergency assistance. In 1984, 

Hopelink opened the first permanent 

emergency shelter for homeless 

families in north and east King County. 

Over time, Hopelink added programs 

and services that not only provide 

stability, but help ensure a path out of 

poverty. And Hopelink has continued 

to pursue innovation – revamping food 

banks to resemble grocery stores, and 

ensuring that families in Hopelink 

housing are able to work with case 

managers to map out a stronger 

future. 

In recent years, Hopelink’s vision 

of a community free of poverty has 

included advocacy efforts aimed at 

addressing inequity and eliminating 

root causes of poverty. 

Neighbors helping neighbors gave 

Hopelink its start. Fifty years later, the 

ongoing support and generosity of this 

community are still the reason we’re 

able to provide services to 65,000 

people every year.

Then & Now: The First 50 Years



Hopelink Programs

MOUSE-POINTER Hopelink.org  |  phone 425.869.6000

Below is an overview of Hopelink’s programs and a list of our service centers. If you know anyone who may need our help, 

please share this information and encourage them to contact us at their nearest center.  

Hopelink Centers

425.943.7555 425.889.7880206.440.7300 425.333.4163

14812 Main St.  
Bellevue, WA 98007

11011 120th Ave. NE  
Kirkland, WA 98033

17837 Aurora Ave. N  
Shoreline, WA 98133

425.869.6000

8990 154th Ave. NE
Redmond, WA 98052

31957 E Commercial St.  
Carnation, WA 98014

Donate online at hopelink.org 23

FAMILY 
DEVELOPMENT

FINANCIAL 
CAPABILITIES

Call 425.250.3003

Call 425.883.4755

ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE

FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE

HOUSING 
SERVICES

ADULT 
EDUCATION

Call 425.658.2592

English for Work: 
425.250.3007
GED Classes: 
425.457.9685

Eastside: 
206.328.5900

North King County: 
206.934.6160

FOOD 
ASSISTANCE

Contact your 
nearest center 

EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICES

Call 425.250.3030

Metro DART: 866.261.3278
Medicaid: 800.923.7433
Mobility Line: 425.943.6760

TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES

Contact your 
nearest center 



P.O. Box 3577, Redmond WA 98073-3577

Your support helps serve nearly 65,000 people in King and Snohomish Counties every year, providing 

services that help individuals and families find stability in crisis by meeting basic needs for food, 

shelter, heat and transportation, as well as support for those working hard to build a path out 

of poverty through adult education, financial capabilities classes, help finding a job and family 

development support through comprehensive case management.

Thank you! 

First Last Name

1234 Street Address

City, ST 12345

Thank you to AAA Printing 

for their support as a sponsor 

of this publication.

In the next issue:
Learn about the new solar panels recently 

installed at Hopelink’s Redmond center, thanks 

to competitive grant funding from Puget Sound 

Energy’s Green Power and Solar Choice programs.

Hopelink's mission is to promote self-sufficiency for all members of our community; 
we help people make lasting change.


