
Lend a Hoping Hand
Bring holiday joy to 6,000 local children 

and their families!

GATHER GIFTS!

COLLECT FOOD!

START A FUNDRAISER! 



Host a Drive

Drives are one of the most helpful and meaningful ways a group can support Hopelink and brighten the holidays for 
local families. If your group or business is planning to organize a drive, please contact us so that we can help make 
sure you have a fun, successful experience! 

Gift Drive
Hosting a holiday giving tree or gift drive at your business, office, or among family and friends is a great way to help 
local families in need. Hopelink’s Holiday Gift Rooms make it possible for parents & grandparents to hand-select new 
donated toys and other items they know their children will love! 

Newborn-2 years old:       
Floor Play Mat
Speelsuit/Onesies
Soft Sorting Blocks
VTech Kids
Stacking Ring
Crib & Floor Mirror     

10-15 years old:
Popular Movies on DVD
Fleece Blanket
Board Games
Skullcandy Headphones
Sports Equipment
RC Cars

3-4 years old:
LEGO Sets
Disney Toys
Vtech Activity Cube
Tonka Truck
Building Sets & Blocks
Play-Doh Sets

16-18 years old:
Athletic clothing & shoes
Makeup Products
$25 Retail Gift Card
Electronics: VR Goggles
Polaroid Camera
Bluetooth Speakers
Cell Phone Case

5-9 years old:
Bikes/Riding Toys
Xbox 360 or PS4 Games
Infinity Scarf
Beginner’s Guitar
Science Kits
Nerf Toys

Drop off your toys at our Kirkland Service Center 
  Wednesday, December 5, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Not available? New, unwrapped gifts will be accepted at your nearest Hopelink service center by December 12 or 
earlier. Service centers are open Monday – Friday, from 8:30 a.m.to 5 p.m. (Sno-Valley Center is closed Fridays) 

“As a mother who wants to give her children anything and everything, the holidays can be so 
hard,” Christine said. “Last year, the only gifts I was able to give my children were from Hopelink.”

Holiday schedule filling up quickly & don’t have time to go out and shop? 
Hopelink’s Amazon wishlist can be found at: http://a.co/1omXYCb Feel 

free to share it with friends and colleagues, as well! Be sure to include your 
name and drive name in the gift receipt so we know who is supporting us!

 If you would like to host a holiday giving tree, 
we can provide gift tags. More gift ideas are 

available at hopelink.org/gifts.

http://a.co/1omXYCb
http://www.hopelink.org/gifts


Host a Drive

Hopelink’s five food banks collectively serve thousands of families and individuals each year. During the holidays and 
winter months, we provide a growing number of families with traditional holiday staples in addition to the normal core 
menu of foods. In order to ensure that November and December are memorable months for everyone we serve, we 
need your help. 

Drive Supplies
Do you need drive supplies? Email drives@hopelink.org or 425.897.3710 to request items and schedule a pickup. 

Most-Needed Food Items:
• Canned meals
• Canned meat (tuna, chicken, etc.)
• Cereal/Oats
• Beans (dry and canned)
• Fruit (canned, fresh or frozen)
• Grains (pasta, rice, quinoa, barley, etc.)
• Nut butters (peanut butter, almond butter, etc.)
• Soup and broths
• Vegetables (canned, fresh or frozen)
• Cooking Oils
• Flour and Sugar
• Spices
• Boxed Stuffing

Most-Needed Non-Food Items:
• Baby items (size 3-6 diapers, wipes, formula)
• Hygiene items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo/

soap, deodorant)
• Paper items (toilet paper, paper towels, zip-lock bags)
• Household and cleaning items (dishwasher soap,

laundry soap)
• Pet food

Please note: Hopelink is unable to accept donations of 
alcohol and medications (including vitamins) as well as 
any used items.

mailto:kbrennecke%40hopelink.org?subject=Drive%20Supplies%20for%20the%20Holidays


Host an Online Fundraiser

Turn your passion for ending poverty into online action! Online fundraising enables you to get creative. Celebrate the 
holiday season and serve your community by asking friends and family members for donations to Hopelink instead of 
gifts, mobilize your network and host a fundraising party, or add an online fundraiser to your in-kind drive.

To sign up, visit LINK.
Click “BECOME A FUNDRAISER”

Online Fundraising FAQ
How will Hopelink help with my campaign?
Hopelink can help in various ways. Tips on spreading the word about your drive, as well as downloadable Hopelink 
logos, are available online by clicking this link: https://www.hopelink.org/sites/default/files/P2P-Toolkit.zip.

Are donations secure?
Absolutely! Through our partnership with Classy online fundraising, we use industry-standard SSL (Secure Sockets 
Layer) technology to protect your information and provide a safe and secure environment for online donations. We will 
not sell, trade or share your personal information with anyone outside of Hopelink.

Questions about creating a page or anything else related to your online 
fundraising project? Contact Jenn Lee at jennlee@hopelink.org or 425.558.5910.

mailto:jennlee%40hopelink.org?subject=Holiday%20Online%20Fundraising


Communications Toolkit

There are no hard & fast rules for success; just be creative and tell your story. 
Your passion for the cause will inspire others! 

These templates will help build excitement and participation for your drive or fundraiser! 

Rally Your Network

Sample Email to Friends, Employees, Family, Clients:

(NAME) is hosting a drive to support Hopelink. My goal is to raise 
$(GOAL) and/or to collect (GOAL) pounds of food by (DATE).

Here are three ways you can help:   
1. Click here to become fundraiser: (Link to PAGE)
2. Donate food, gifts or funds. Donate 6 canned items or $10,

providing 4 meals for those in need. (INSERT LINK to PAGE)
3. Help us spread the word! If you aren’t able to donate, please

spread the word about our cause on social media, or send a quick
email to friends.

Spread the Word

Facebook post: (NAME) is hosting a drive to help our neighbors in need. 
With your donation, we can provide food and vital Hopelink services to 
families and individuals in our community. Your help will make a great 
impact!

Instagram Post: A little goes a long way! Help support @hopelinkhelps 
by donating to (NAME’s) fundraising page. 

Tweet: A little goes a long way! Help support @Hopelink by donating to 
(NAME’s) fundraising page. 

Personal email to your inner circle: Family and friends, please help me 
support Hopelink by making a donation through my fundraising page. 
Even a small donation will help me achieve my goal! The process is 
easy, fast and secure. Thank you so much! 

http://www.hopelink.org


Quick Tips for Success

Start your campaign with a donation 
People will follow your lead. By making the first contribution, you will encourage others to become involved.
 

Make it easy
If you are collecting in-kind items, promote a designated drop-off location for donations. Folks are more likely to engage 
in your drive if it’s easy for them.
 

Share your passion for the cause
Why is Hopelink important to you? By letting people know where your passion lies, you will help them make a 
connection to your story and engage in the drive.

Start close to home
Your most loyal supporters will likely be your personal community, i.e. your closest friends and family. You will feel 
most comfortable sharing with them, and they are the most likely to donate. Simply start your campaign by sending 
messages to your community, and encourage them to spread the word to gain more support for your cause. Once 
you have raised contributions from those close to you, you can reach out to others via email, or using social media 
templates.

Spread the word
Use social media, email or word of mouth to get the buzz out about your drive! Creating a hashtag or goal for your drive 
will get the ball rolling. When you post on social media, don’t forget to tag and thank donors while asking for donations 
from others. This tactic will spread your message further and will help show that people are already getting behind 
you. Make sure you tag #hopelink!

Email follow up
Continue to send emails throughout your campaign; including highlights, milestones and additional information on why 
your cause matters. Ask people to help you reach your next milestone or final goal.

Want to learn more about Hopelink?
Visit Hopelink.org.

http://www.hopelink.org


FAQ

How do food, toy and gift donations reach people in need?
After donations arrive our food banks, they are sorted into appropriate categories by volunteers and placed onto 
shelves. 

Do I need to tell anyone that I am coming to a Hopelink center to drop off 
donations?
We find it helpful if you’re able to schedule your drop-off so that we can give the appropriate food bank staff a heads 
up. Please email drives@hopelink.org or call 425.897.3710.

Is my donation tax deductible, and will I get a receipt?
Yes and yes! When you make a donation online, you will automatically receive a receipt via email. When you drop off 
at a physical donation, please ask a volunteer or staff member to provide you with a receipt. 

Hopelink is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and your donation is tax deductible. To claim a donation as a deduction on 
your federal income taxes, please keep your receipt as your official record. Our Tax ID number is 91-0982116. 

Who do I make a check donation out to?
Checks can be made payable to “Hopelink” and can be dropped off at any of our centers, or mailed to our 
administrative office at P.O. Box 3577, Redmond, WA 98073. To ensure that your gift is credited to a specific drive, 
please note the individual or business’s name on the memo line.

How will I know how much my group/business raised?
You will receive a receipt upon dropping off your in-kind donations, which will include the total weight in pounds of 
food. If you didn’t receive a receipt or are inquiring about cash, please email drives@hopelink.org or call 
425.897.3710. You can view your online fundraising total by visiting your fundraising page.

Can I donate used toys or expired food? What are the most-needed gifts?
For many of the families we serve, the toys and gifts they receive from a Hopelink Holiday Gift Room are the only gifts 
they receive all year, so we are able to accept only new toys and gifts. We are always in need of gifts for teenagers. 
The Lend a Hoping Hand page on our website includes a detailed list of suggested gifts.

Can I volunteer? 
Definitely! Contact Liz at ewaesche@hopelink.org. Please note that volunteer spaces tend to fill up fast during the 
holidays. 

Want to learn more about Hopelink?
Visit Hopelink.org.

http://www.hopelink.org


Want to help in a different way?
Need to talk through some details?

Email drives@hopelink.org or call 
425.897.3710

Hopelink Center Locations

Kirkland/Northshore
11011 120th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98033

425.889.7880

Bellevue
14812 Main St. 

Bellevue, WA 98007 
425.943.7555

Redmond
8990 154th Avenue NE
Redmond, WA 98052

425.869.6000

Shoreline
17837 Aurora Avenue N.

Shoreline, WA 98133 
206.440.7300

Sno-Valley  
31957 East Commercial St 

Carnation, WA 98014
425.333.4163

mailto:kbrennecke%40hopelink.org?subject=LAHH%20Holiday%20Drive

